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ITEM NO:  WH- DATE: & NOVEMBER 1874

SUBJECT: HELUNA 23--0UTCOME IN DOUBT

REF_ :  OSR MORNING BRIEFING: & NOV 74, SECRET

| LUNA 23+ THE SOVIE% SPACECRAFT DESIGNED TO RETURN A LUNAR25X1DOa
SOIL SAMPLE TO EARTH~ REMAINS ON THE MOON FOLLOWING A SUCCESSFUL

LANDING ON NOVEMBER G-

THIS SUGGESTS THAT THE SOIL SAMPLE HAS NOT YET BEEN
COLLECTED AND THAT PROBLEMS WITH THE SPACECRAFT MAY EXIST.
IN THE TWO SUCCESSFUL MISSIONS CONDUCTED T¢ DATE--LUNA Lk
IN SEPTEMBER 1970 AND LUNA 20 IN FEBRUARY 1A72--THE SPACECRAFT
CCOMPLETED THE SOIL COLLECTION WITHIN L 1/2 TO 2 HOURSE AFTER
- LANDING AND LIFT-QFF FOR THE RETURN TRIP TO EARTH CAMNE ABOUT
"24 HOURS LATER. LUNA 23 HAS BEEN ON THE LUNAR SURFACE FOR MORE

THAN 48 HOURS. E-2 IMPDET.d
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